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ATKINS PROPOSES CONTINUED CCDC
FUNDING FOR SENIOR HOUSING

LU&H COMMITTEE SUPPORTS PROPOSAL;
INCREASES REQUEST TO $311K

Funding for seniors, especialy thoseliving onthebrink of
homel essnessdowntown, continuesto be one of my top
prioritiesinoffice. Thatiswhy I'm elated that on
Wednesday, November 13", the membersof the Land
Use& Housing (LU& H) Committee voted unanimoudy
to support my proposal to direct the Centre City
Development Corporation (CCDC) to continueto fund
the Transitional Housing for Displaced Seniors(THDYS)

program.

Last year, aspart of abroad-based collaborativewhich
included the City of San Diego, the San Diego Housing
Coalition, Senior Community Servicesand others, CCDC
agreed to allocate the $168,000 needed to lease the 35
singleroom occupancy (SRO) unitsincludedinthe
program. Thisyear, duetorising rental costsand the
pending closure of the Capri Hotel—which will forcethe
program to rent moreroomsin thelessaffordable Sarah
FrancisHometel—the amount needed hasrisento
$191,000.

Earlier thisyear, City staff requested that CCDC again
fund the THDS program to help house seniorsin
downtown SRO unitsleased by the San Diego Housing
Commission. Asthetrangtiona housing programitem
cameforward, funding remained uncertain. Therefore, |
sent amemo to thefive LU& H membersand CCDC
Chair Hal Sadler to proposethat thefundingissuebe
addressed, and to invite CCDC to all ocate the resources
necessary to keep theprogramdive.

L ast month, Councilmember Ralph Inzunzaand | helda
press conferenceto call uponthe General Services
Adminigtration to replace the 298 SRO unitswhich have
already beenlost and the 100 unitswhich will soonbe

lost when the Capri closesin August 2003in preparation
for construction of the new Federal Court House building
downtown. Many seniorsare homeless becausethese units
aregone. Statistics provided by Senior Community
Centersclearly show that each month, more and more
seniors need hel p meeting basi ¢ needs such asfood and
shelter. Thisbeing o, itisimperativethat the THDS
program continueto bring case management and shelter to
San Diego’'shomelessseniors. That’swhy these 35 units
aresovital.

Atthe LU&H meeting, severa once-homelessseniors
testified that they arenot eigiblefor thisprogram because
thereisnofunding for assisted living. In responsetothis
testimony, Councilmember DonnaFrye asked that the
motion include an additional $120,000to fund five
assisted-living bedsfor ayear. The motion passed
unanimoudy and will now be considered by thefull
Council.

Closdly tied to the programis Senior Community Centers,
whichwill provide case management to seniors
trangtioning into more permanent housing. A long-standing
member of thedowntown community, Senior Community
Centershasbeen at theforefront of serving seniors,
providing such servicesashousing, case management,
recreational activities, and medls.

| feel very strongly that membersof our senior community
should not befaced with living on the streets. They deserve
to be heard, housed, and hel ped.
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COUNCIL APPROVES FINANCING PLAN
FOR LIBRARY IMPROVEMENTS

FOUR DISTRICT THREE PROJECTS INCLUDED

A planto pay for improvementsthroughout San Diego’s
library system, including congtruction of thenew Main
Library and 23 new or expanded branch libraries, was
passed by an 8-1 vote of the City Council on Monday,
November 18.

A widerangeof Projectsin District 3wereincludedinthe
coucil action. They are:

. A new 25,000 squarefoot library inthe North Park
areg,

. A new 15,000 squarefoot library inthe Hillcrest/
MissonHillsares;

. A 2,318 squarefoot expansion of the Kensington/
Norma Heightslibrary; and

. $250,000 to conduct afeasibility study of the
Normal Schoal buildingin University Heightsto
determineif it can be convertedto library spaceor
other publicuse.

Theapproved $312 million financing planwill pay for the
library projectsthrough acombination of leaserevenue
bonds, Redevel opment Agency contributions, devel oper
fees, grantsand private contributions. Theleaserevenue

The council funding action includes $250,000 for a study to determine the
feasibility of converting the Normal School building into the University
Heights Branch Library.

bondswill be paid off through acombination of the City’'s
share of thetobacco settlement and TOT funds.

Aspart of thefinancing plan, $14 millionwill be dedicated
totheNorth Park Library. Siteacquisitionisplanned for
mid 2004. Designwork will begininlate 2004. Con-
structionwill begininmid 2007 and becompletedinthe
fall of 2008.

Sinceasitehasaready beenidentified and somedesign
work hasalready been doneontheHillcrest/Mission Hills
branch, siteacquisition will be scheduled for 2003.
Library designand demoalition of buildingsonthe
proposed siteis scheduled to be compl eted in 2005 with
construction beginninginlate 2005. Itisanticipated that
the$10 million Hillcrest/Misson Hillslibrary will openmid
2007.

A 2,328 square foot expansion of the Kensington/Normal Heights Branch
Library is part of the library funding plan approved by Council.

Thedesignwork for the Kensingtorn/Norma Heights
Branch Library isdated to be completed in 2005, with
congtruction of the$2.5 million expansion being
completedin 2007.

Fundsfor thefeas bility study for theNorma School
buildinginUniversity Heightswill beavailablein July of
2003.

If theimprovementsareimplemented asplanned, library
gpacein Digtrict 3will increasefromitscurrent 32,767
squarefeet t0 55,917 squarefeet. Citywide, library space
will beincreased fromitscurrent 474,722 squarefeet to
940,686 squarefeet.
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NEW WEB PAGE FEATURE LETS YOU
ACCESS RESIDENTIAL SERVICES IN
YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD

An exciting new feature was recently added to our
District Three web pagethat allowsyou to locate
residential servicesnear whereyou live, work, shop

and play.

Thisfeature offersthelocation of schools, “ Six to Six”
after-school programs, libraries, park, recreation
centers, recycling centers, fire stations, and can even
indicate the refuse collection daysfor any neighborhood
inthe City. Additionally, the site provides maps detailing
the bordersof local City Council, State Assembly,

State Senate, and U.S. Congressional districts.

Simply log on to the home page of our District Three
web page (http://genesis.sannet.gov/infospc/templ ates/
cd3/index.jsp) and click onthelarge, circular “ District
ThreeMap” icon. Once on the map page, enter an
addressor intersection, and an enlarged map will
appear showing you the location of residential services
located near that addressin the City of San Diego.

Tryitout! I think you' Il enjoy thisfun and informative
addition to our web page.

DISTRICT ARTISTS CREATE ‘1 IN 3' ART PROJECT FOR FAMILY JUSTICE CENTER

&
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District ThreeArtistsworked together to createthe” 1 1n 3" art project in celebration of the opening of the Family
Justice Center. Each artist created three panel's, two depi cting happy homes, and one depicting ahome affected by
domesticviolence. The project isrepresentative of thefact that oneinthree American familiesisaffected by domestic
violence. Pictured above are some of the panelscreated by threedifferent artists.

Theartists, al Digtrict Threeresidents, include Dorothy Annette, Mirto Golino, JamesWatts, Antonia“ Toni” Barros,

ClaudiaFernety, Luz Camacho, and Jm Hammond. The panelshungin City Hall inrecognition of Domestic Violence
Awareness M onth on October 14, 2002. They will hang permanently at the Family Justice Center on 707 Broadway.
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DISTRICT 3 TO GET 330 TREES IN FIRST YEAR OF COMMUNITY FOREST INITIATIVE

34 TREES PLANTED IN CHEROKEE POINT AS PART OF NOV. 16TH ARBOR DAY KICKOFF

Earlier thisyear, the Mayor and City Council officially office. | firmly believethe Community Forest Initiative will
approved the Community Forest Initiative, acitywidepro- | adin our effortsto meet this pledge and improve the quality
gram designed to plant 5,000 trees per year on public prop- | of lifefor the residents of Council District 3.

erty for the next 20 years. L = -

Aspart of thisinitiative, approximately 330 trees, valued
at $60,000, will be planted in Council District 3inthefirst
year of the program. The first year’s trees are slated for
South Park, City Heights, University Heightsand in the
CD3 Business Improvement Districts. Each year, the plan
isto focus on planting treesin different communitiesin
each of the eight council districts.

On Saturday, November 16th, the City hosted a Citywide
Arbor Day as a celebratory kick-off for the Community

Councilmember
Atkins and
Mayor Murphy,
M joined by Urban
Corps
members, at
the Arbor Day
tree planting in
Cherokee Point.

Forest Initiative. Each council district hosted and partici- | The growing of a community fresthas tremendous

pated in atree planting. We held ours in the Cherokee positiveimpacts on the quality of life of thosewho livein
Point neighborhood of City Heights, and volunteersfrom the City. Trees protect our water, they save on energy,

the neighborhood association, Urban Corps and the they improve our air and they even protect and extend the
District Three staff came together to plant 34 treesona | |ife of our streets. With such beneficial impacts, it is
beautiful, but very hot autumn day. impossible not to embrace the idea of acommunity forest

| have pledged to make infrastructure and improvingour | and promoteits potential.

older urban neighborhoodstop prioritieswhilel’min I’ll keep you posted on future tree plantingsin the district.

Photo Gallery

Councilmember Atkins and
Councilmember Byron
Wear, with (at left) the
unidentified driver of the
Civis Advanced Technol-
ogy Vehicle. The Civis
vehicle is an example of
the type of specialized bus
- that will be used on the El
~ Cajon Boulevard Transit

~ Showcase Project under
development by MTDB.

October was declared Homeless Awareness Month with
the help of representatives from the San Diego Housing
Federation, Senior Community Centers, Uptown Faith
Community Services Centers, San Diego Organizing
Project, and the Veterans’ Association.

Councilmember
Atkins presents the
Domestic Violence
Awareness
Resolution at
Council with the
help of Council-
member Donna
Frye. Also honoring
the day are City
Attorneys, artists of |

Councilmember Atkins celebrates “Laura LiMandri Day” by planting a the “1 In 3" art pro-
tree with Ms. LiMandri at the Kensington/Normal Heights Branch ject, and victims of
Lirbary. The tree was dedicated by People For Trees in honor of domestic violence.

Laura’s commitment to community revitalization through tree plantings.
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